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To:   

Honorable Peter Young, Chair, Board of Land and Natural Resources

Honorable Members of the Board  
Hearing: 
Friday, February 24, 2006, 9:00 a.m.

Item D-7(1-3):
Waimea Valley – Authorization for DLNR’s Contribution to Public-Private Partnership and To Negotiate Easements
The Save Waimea Valley Coalition strongly supports Items D-7(1-3) and requests full Board approval.  Passage of these items is essential to securing the State’s contribution of $1.6 million toward the public acquisition of Waimea Valley and to ensuring that Chair Young has full authority to negotiate the easements that will protect the valley’s environmental and cultural values.  
The Coalition sincerely thanks Governor Linda Lingle and Director Young for their strong leadership and critical participation in the court-supervised mediation process that led to the public-private partnership to acquire Waimea Valley.  In addition, the Coalition commends DLNR’s Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands, particularly Sam Lemmo and Dawn Hegger, for their professionalism in providing support to the Chair and information to the public about the conservation protections for Waimea.  
Many partners deserve credit for their contributions to the new settlement agreement that will finally protect Waimea Valley in perpetuity.  Those partners include:  the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, the Audubon Society, the U.S. Army Garrison Hawaii, the Trust for Public Land, and the City and County of Honolulu.  The Board’s hearing on these three items allows us to highlight the important contributions of Chair Young and DLNR to this effort.
We hope that the Board is already aware of the importance of the quick action and firm commitment of Governor Lingle and Director Young that helped save Waimea Valley.  When the story broke in late November 2005 that the City might back down on full acquisition and sign a deal allowing the valley to be subdivided or sold, Chair Young immediately directed his staff to prepare for DLNR’s potential involvement in rescuing Waimea.  All of the valley is zoned State Conservation Land, a designation meant to ensure full protection for environmental values, but one that is meaningless without strong leadership.  DLNR staff, particularly OCCL, sprang into action, analyzing the existing permits and assessing the controls on any private development of the Conservation-zoned land.
On December 7, 2005, the City Council reversed its earlier position and voted 9-0 in favor of preserving the valley, but before we knew the outcome would be favorable, Chair Young not only joined our community rallying on the steps of City Hall but issued a strong public statement underscoring the high biological values at stake – particularly the rare native stream life in the Valley.  In no uncertain terms, he offered to help when help was desperately needed.
The very next day, with the stage cleared for fresh settlement talks, Chair Young met, out of the public eye, with the court-appointed mediator Clyde Matsui to participate in newly energized negotiations with the City, Attractions Hawaii, and the other emerging partners.  DLNR affirmatively supported the efforts of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, Audubon, the Army, and the Trust for Public Land to reach a good consensus.  Most critically, DLNR brought new funds and a strong commitment to protection to the table.
At Chair Young’s request, Governor Linda Lingle agreed to authorize a new appropriation of at least $1.6 million in state funds to support the purchase of Waimea Valley.  Intense negotiations continued, vigorously pursued by Chair Young.  As detailed in the Mediator’s publicly released report on the settlement, at the 11th hour, with all parties at the courthouse for the final report to Judge Gary Chang, the deal almost unraveled when the mediator said they were $100,000 “short.”  On the spot, Young agreed that the State could make up the difference and the case settled.  

Through the passage of these items on the Board agenda, DLNR will be able to finalize the acquisition agreement with the partners and secure for the public legally binding layers of protection in perpetuity for one of the most beautiful and ecologically rich ahupua`a in the State.  On our behalf, the State, as well as the City and the Army will hold conservation easements over the property to assure its full protection, as well as public access easements.  Working in partnership with OHA and Audubon, DLNR will ensure that the Valley’s cultural and natural resources are preserved.  We are grateful for Chair Young’s leadership and for the Board’s support. 
We respectfully request the Board’s approval of Items D-7(1-3).  Mahalo.
