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NORTH SHORE, O`ahu, January 14, 2006:   The members of the Save Waimea Valley Coalition will be holding a community gathering today, Saturday, January 15, at 3:00 p.m. in Waimea Valley to express their gratitude for the recently proposed settlement that protects the ahupua`a of Waimea through an innovative public-private partnership.  The informal event will take place on the lawn next to the Pavilion inside the Audubon Center.
Coalition Coordinator and Pūpūkea resident Gerry Meade commented:  “The news about the settlement that will fully protect the Valley puts me at peace.  I am excited and optimistic.  I know that all of the public-private partners understand laulima, working together with many hands to ensure that the ahupua`a of Waimea is made whole and revitalized.  The Valley is a part of our family and we are blessed to now be re-united with her.” 
The Save Waimea Coalition is a broad-based community network of individuals, organizations, businesses, and elected officials.  Visit:  www.waimeavalleycoalition.org.
The mission of the Save Waimea Valley Coalition is to preserve the ahupua`a of Waimea for future generations by (1) providing a community forum to support the preservation effort and (2) facilitating a public-private partnership to secure the long-term protection of Waimea Valley.
Coalition Coordinator Kathleen Pahinui, Chair of the North Shore Neighborhood Board, stated:  “The North Shore is grateful to all the partners involved, especially to the major new financial contributions by the Army’s Environmental Center, facilitated by the Trust for Public Land, and the leadership and contributions of Governor Lingle and Peter Young, Director of the Department of Land and Natural Resources, and our Mayor Mufi Hannemann.  The community looks forward to working with everyone – especially OHA and Audubon -- toward our common vision for effective, open management of the Valley.” 

Denise Antolini, Coalition Coordinator and UH law professor, had high compliments for the court-supervised mediation process:  “The report issued yesterday by court-appointed Mediator Clyde Matsui is a remarkable and historic document.  His story of how the settlement was reached, and the selfless champions who came to the table, is truly inspirational.  We are gratified to hear that he also attributes the new turn of events to the public’s ‘consistent and determined’ opposition to the rejected deal that would have allowed private development.”  Professor Antolini also praised Judge Chang:  “According to Mr. Matsui’s report, Judge Chang’s supervision of the mediation process was exemplary.  Judge Chang’s wisdom and focus on ‘the achievement of a loftier goal,’ exhibits the highest qualities embodied in our state judiciary.” 
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