PRESS RELEASE
SAVE WAIMEA VALLEY COALITION
“COALITION CALLS ON CITY TO APPROVE WAIMEA SETTLMENT WITH ACCESS CONDITIONS ”
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NORTH SHORE, O`ahu, January 23, 2006:   The members of the Save Waimea Valley Coalition are calling on the City Council to approve the newly proposed settlement that will preserve Waimea Valley when it votes on Wednesday, January 25, 2006 on a draft resolution to approve the court-mediated deal announced on January 13.  The resolution is on the Council’s morning agenda.  

City Resolution No. 01-151 and its amendment No. 02-161 authorized the City’s condemnation of Waimea Valley.  According to City Corporation Counsel in a letter to Council Chair Donovan Dela Cruz dated January 19, 2006,  “However, under the court-mediated settlement, the City is to obtain a conservation easement and public access easement over and across the property.”  The resolution up for a vote on Wednesday thus authorizes the City to obtain the easements “in lieu of the fee-simple interest,” that is the $5.1 million already paid by the City to the court in 2002.  

Coalition Coordinator and Pūpūkea resident Gerry Meade commented:  “The Save Waimea Valley Coalition strongly supports the City’s proposal to obtain a public access agreement to the Valley.  This will protect the `āina by allowing the valley to continue to welcome all kama`aina and visitors who love Waimea.”

Coalition Coordinator Kathleen Pahinui, Chair of the North Shore Neighborhood Board, stated:  “The North Shore community is happy to see a positive outcome for an area that many consider sacred.” 

Denise Antolini, Coalition Coordinator and UH law professor, stated:  “The proposed amendment should be supported by the community because it will preserve the property from future development and provide for appropriate public access.  This easement should not mean anytime, anywhere access, but reasonable use that protects the culture and ecology of the valley for the public.  The City is showing leadership and vision by proposing this kind of protection.”  

The Save Waimea Coalition is a broad-based community network of individuals, organizations, businesses, and elected officials.  Visit:  www.waimeavalleycoalition.org.

The mission of the Save Waimea Valley Coalition is to preserve the ahupua`a of Waimea for future generations by (1) providing a community forum to support the preservation effort and (2) facilitating a public-private partnership to secure the long-term protection of Waimea Valley.
Ua Mau Ke Ea O Ka `Āina I Ka Pono
