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1.  Why did we overpay for the Valley?  Appraisals were about $6 million.  The price was supposed to be on the value at the time of condemnation.  Taxpayers got taken again.

2.  (a) Will Waimea Falls Valley remain in perpetuity for the people of Hawaii Nei now that we have the assistance of OHA, DLNR, the City, the Army, and last but not least the Audubon Society.  (b)  What can the general public do to kokua? (c) Will the “Stryker” unit use the back part of Waimea Valley as “cut short” to Kahuku?

3.  (a)  OHA – policy of admission fees – No Hawaiians should be charged admission to the Valley?  This is pono.  (b)  Army – Drum Road enlargement for Stryker vehicles – can you insure protection of Hawaiian sites and prevent runoff into rivers?  Erosion Control.  (c)  Audubon – How many Hawaiians are employed in the Valley?  In what positions?  Will lineal descendents be consulted in any archaeological assessments? 

4.  Questions for Sen. Bunda, Rep. Magaoay, and Peter Young:

Two different versions of the settlement for the DLNR’s share are working their way through the House (admin version) and the Senate (Bunda version).  Is this going to cause a problem with getting the money for the state’s share?  PS.  I prefer the Bunda/Magaoay version.

5.  What is Step 1?  (a) Will the long range of this Valley – is to make the Valley self sufficient?  [sic]  (b) If so, what vision do you see that will provide this?  (c) 1) Botanical 2) Cultural 3) Economic was stated in this order.  Is this the order of your vision?  How is this to be financed?  (d) What time line are we looking at?  For these 3 areas, what is HB2400?  If passed, what will these funds be used for?
6.  How are you going to restore park historian staff position?

7.  For OHA and Audubon:  Will the botanical garden areas with exotic plants and trees (from elsewhere) be maintained?  
8.  If/when the Akaka Bill passes (with OHA as the deed holder to the Valley), will there be any effect on the stewardship or the use of the Valley?  Might it not better serve the public if the City or State was the title holder?  Might this provide better long-term stability?  

9.  Funding is needed not only for the purchase of the valley, but for the preservation and maintenance of its botanical collections and cultural/historical sites.  Where will this funding come from, and how will the many different necessary projects be prioritized?
10.  What is the “entity” which will develop/operate/perpetuate Waimea Valley?  How will it be organized & structured – to set policy and direction:  board – who sits?  Members (like stockholders?), - how to fund start-up?  - $ to operate?  - role and kuleana of organizations who funded?   Will it be a 501.c.3 community based organization?  How connected to community?  Define community, is it the same as constituents?  Relationship to OHA?  Dept? Subsidiary or autonomous?  Will there be a strategic plan?  Who formulates, who [?], who executes?  When all this to happen?  

11.  DOD – military question. Are there any chemicals/ordinance/canisters etc. stored up in the valley? What is the military’s part in this Valley?

12.  How will the park sustain itself without creating or adding to the on-going environmental concerns?

13. To [Col.] Killian – Can we have it on paper that the army will never maneuver in the ahupua`a of Waimea?  Can we have a clear intent of the contract and its contractors and will the public be able to view it before it’s passed?
14.  Does the Army intend to involve Waimea Valley in any way as part of the Stryker operations?

15.  When will the peacocks be removed?  They are not native to the Valley.  
Solution – remove the eggs.

16.  Diana King:  Assuming funds are appropriated for purchase, what practical/political/financial/legal issues remain?

17.  I worry that OHA will try to exclude Non Hawaiians from the Valley.  Many Non-Hawaiians helped save it.

18.  (a) What exactly does the Army expect to “get” for its financial involvement?  (b)  What percentage of the financial partnership is Army?

19.  How are we going to address the spiritual, cultural, economic aspects of the valley?

20.  Is there still a chance that the agreement will break down for any reason, fundraising or whatever?  What are the dangers?

21.  Are there plans to complete archeological survey of Valley?

22.  What happened to the tram that they had before?

23.  It is time to heal the valley please continue to do what is right for the Hawaiian people and the valley.

24.  Does OHA plan to follow the master plan created by the Waimea community organization?

25.  How could we use Kupuna in our valley?  How soon will the Kauhale be presentable so the sharing of stories of our history and culture can be done with pride?
26.  Why does Aububon have only an “acting director” not a permanent director – this position has been open a long time.

27.  Since the City spent the most money, $5.1 million, why are they not to be on the deed?  If Akaka bill passes, OHA may be dissolved, what will happen then?  Taxpayer dollars from the City, State, and military are the bulk of the monies.  Is the public interest being served by having OHA take ownership?  What assurances does the public have that this Valley will remain open to the public and run according to the community’s masterplan?

28.  It is important to me as a member of the Waimea Valley Audubon Center that we return the Hawaiian influence to our valley, such as kupuna, Hawaiian village model, games, dance, etc. 

* * * * *
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Written Questions from Participants


(all questions are included; listed in random order; only a few were able to be asked in person at the event)












