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To:   

Honorable Dwight Takamine, Chair 
Honorable Bertha Kawakami, Vice-Chair   
Honorable Members, House Committee on Finance
From:

Denise Antolini, Gerry Meade, Kathleen Pahinui



Coordinators, Save Waimea Valley Coalition


www.waimeavalleycoalition.org

Hearing: 
Tuesday, February 28, 2006, 12:30 p.m.

Bills:

HB2400 (HSCR277-06)
The Save Waimea Valley Coalition strongly supports HB2400.  Passage of this emergency appropriation is essential to securing the State’s contribution of $1.6 million toward the permanent protection and public acquisition of Waimea Valley.  
Through HB2400, the Legislature and the State Department of Land and Natural Resources will secure for the public two legally binding layers of protection in perpetuity for one of the most beautiful and ecologically rich ahupua`a in the State.  On our behalf, the State will hold a conservation easement and a public access easement over the property to assure its full protection.  Working in partnership with the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, the National Audubon Society, the U.S. Army Garrison Hawai`i, and the City and County of Honolulu, DLNR will ensure that the Valley’s cultural and natural resources are appropriately protected and reasonably enjoyed by all members of the community.
We commend DLNR Director Peter Young for his strong leadership in quickly securing a commitment from Governor Lingle to support a substantial state financial contribution to the acquisition of Waimea Valley.  The Valley is zoned, in its entirety, as State Conservation land.  Therefore, DLNR’s pro-active involvement in the acquisition is critical to assuring full protection and to preventing the Valley from ever reverting back to private exclusive use.

The innovative public-private partnership that has emerged to protect Waimea deserves the strong endorsement of this Legislature.  We thank this Committee for its support and ask for expeditious passage of HB2400.
Mahalo.
